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STILL RISING! GRAD 
RATE HITS 87 PERCENT

Superintendent  
Dr. Tammy Campbell 

inspiring our community  
to be the difference for  

our scholars and schools

The district has hit a new all-time 
high in recent history with the 
Class of 2019 reaching 87%! 

From 2012 to 2019, the district’s four-year 
cohort graduation rates have increased 
by a total of 16.8 points. Additionally, 
the district’s five-year cohort graduation 
rates have risen each year from 74.4% in 
2012 to 88.2% in 2018.

The district continues to see success 
when preparing students for life beyond 
high school. Highlights include: 

• In the 2018-19 school year, 71% of all 
high school scholars took advanced 
coursework, with 92% of these 
scholars earning a passing grade. 

• 81% of scholars who attended a four-
year postsecondary institution were 
continuously enrolled.

• 63% of scholars enrolled in a two or 
four-year college program are out-
performing the state average.

FWPS is setting its goal higher for the 
years to come with 95% of the senior 
class graduating on time by 2022. 

Campbell spoke at two State of Education events, one for 
the greater community hosted by the district on October 
22, 2019. The other was for the business community on 
November 6, 2019 at the Greater Federal Way Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon.
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Awarded 
by the 

Washington  
State School 
Directors’ 
Association 
(WSSDA), 
this is the 
fourth year 
in a row 
the Federal 
Way Public 

Schools (FWPS) Board of Directors has 
been chosen as a Board of Distinction. 
This year, FWPS is one of 34 school 
districts that received the award. 
There are 295 school boards across 
Washington state that may choose to 
apply for the distinction.

Those selected are required to show 
a clear link between their leadership 
and closing gaps that impact student 
success. FWPS’ board of distinction 
application provided evidence and 
examples of how they positively 
impacted student success. The full story 
can be found on our website at  
www.fwps.org.

FOR THE FOURTH YEAR, FWPS 
SCHOOL BOARD RECEIVES  
BOARD OF DISTINCTION AWARD

WATCH THE  
STATE of EDUCATION  

BY VISITING OUR WEBSITE AT  
www.fwps.org/stateof 

education2019

In 2019, the 
average home-
owner in FWPS is 
paying one of the 
lowest amounts 
of local school 
taxes in all of King 
County and less 
than Fife, Highline, 
Kent, and Renton.

FWPS scholar Gunnar Appleton 
opened both events as the 
emcee.

Nearly 600 students, parents, staff and community 
members attended this inaugural FWPS community-
focused event. 

At both events, Thomas 
Jefferson High School scholar 
Amy Ojeaburu shared an 
inspirational poem she wrote.

Members of the Scholar Advisory 
to the Superintendent, Jonathan 
Dubreuil and Gunnar Appleton, 
took to the stage and shared a 
few words about Superintendent 
Dr. Tammy Campbell before 
inviting her to the podium.

FWPS students helped open the State of Education addresses including Todd Beamer 
High School scholars Teshina, Denise and Charina Grant (pictured center, in yellow 
dresses) who sang the national anthem at the community-focused event. 

Parents and community members explored nearly 
50 booths like this one. Booths featured students 
from each school, college and career readiness 
information, school construction updates, and more.

Thanks to everyone who came out to  
the recent State of Education events!
Between the two events nearly 800 parents, students, 
staff, business leaders and community members 
gathered to learn about the work of Federal Way 
Public Schools.

At both events, I shared data that gives a clear picture 
of who we are as a district, our celebrations, and areas 
we’re continuing to grow and improve. Although state 
test scores are important, they don’t tell the full story.

Did you know that state test scores include results 
from students with little or no English who are 
required to sit and take the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment test in English? And nearly 1 in 2 FWPS 
scholars have previously or are currently receiving 
English Language Learner (ELL) services? 

In the 2018–19 school year, more than 2,000 scholars 
actively learning English took the state assessments 
in English, passing these tests at a rate of 6%. Once 

they’ve learned English, our 
ELL scholars are out-performing 
native English speakers on state 
assessments, passing at a rate  
of 61%. 

As you can see, being bilingual is 
a strength. Our ELL scholars just 
need time. 

Inside this issue, you will see some 
of our highlights: graduation rate 
is still on the rise, our graduates’ 
college and career readiness, 
the success of our Career and 
Technical programs, tax savings 
for our local taxpayers, and more. 

It takes all of us to ensure the 
success of each-and-every student 
in our schools. As we continue 
through the 2019–20 school 
year, I want to encourage you to 
consider, how will you be the 
difference for our scholars? 

TAX 
PROMISES 

MADE  
AND KEPT 

Local school 
tax rates have 
dropped more 
than 40% from a 
total of $6.32  
in 2017 to $3.63  
in 2019.

November 2017 
voter-authorized 
$450M school 
construction 
bond promised a 
tax rate of $2.05. 
2019 collections 
are below this 
promise at 
$1.86.

In 2018, the 
Educational 
Programs & 
Operations levy 
supporting day-
to-day educational 
activities was 
$3.60. In 2019, 
this same levy 
has dropped to 
$1.50.

$
$

$ $
$



School impact fees 
With over 1,000 students enrolled in 
new multi-family housing over the last 
5 years, Federal Way Public Schools 
explains its school impact fees

School impact fees are one-time fees collected 
from residential developers when a new housing 
development is built. These fees can only be 
used to create and equip new classrooms. 

For the last four years, FWPS has had the highest 
multi-family student generation rate in King County, 
about 4 times higher than the county average. This 
high student generation rate results in a larger school 
impact fee for developers.

In FWPS, the multi-family student generation rate 
is 6.5 times higher than for single family homes. For 
every unit of multi-family housing built, more than 
one student is enrolling in FWPS. With over 800 new 
units built over the last five years, the district has had 
almost 1,000 students enroll. 

During this time, FWPS has spent $5.5 million to 
create new classroom space for these scholars. The 
district has only collected $5.1 million in school 
impact fees. The $400,000 difference was covered by 
local taxpayers. As you can see, these fees are critical 
for addressing changing populations. 

All King County school districts calculate impact 
fees the same way. The main considerations are: 

• The cost of adding capacity.
• The number of new students generated from the 

new housing development. 

The multi-family school impact fee is higher in 
FWPS because of the high student generation rates. 
However, the single-family fees for FWPS are the 
second lowest in King County.

PARENT ADVISORY TO THE 
SUPERINTENDENT MEETS, 
LEARNS ABOUT DISTRICT 
CHALLENGES AND SUCCESSES

Over 60 parents representing 
37 school sites are serving on 
the Parent Advisory to the 

Superintendent this school year. So 
far this year, the group has met three 
times with the superintendent and 
will continue to meet on a monthly 
basis throughout the school year. 
They are learning about the district’s 
roadmap for improvement, successes 
and challenges, and parents offer their 
input. They will get a chance to visit 
classrooms as well.

OUR COMMITMENT TO SAFE 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
Emergency Preparedness

FWPS staff and students 
participate in emergency drills 
and training in areas such as fire/

evacuation, lockdown, earthquake, 
shelter-in-place and active danger. 
Trainings like these help prepare 
students and staff on how to be safe in 
the event of an emergency. 

It’s “All Clear” after the Great Shakeout 
earthquake drill at Silver Lake 
Elementary School on Oct. 17, 2019.

Our scholars contribute 
to positive learning 
environments

Teachers indicated that 
their students display the 
characteristics of a successful 

learner noted in the graph below. As 
you can see, nearly 8 out of 10 students 
in Kindergarten through fifth grade 
have positive non-academic behaviors 
on their report card. 

This graph provides a snapshot of Federal Way Public Schools’ 
student generation rates compared to the King County average 
and other school districts in King County.

Student voice opportunities 
expand this year, help inform 
school and district decisions

The Scholar Advisory to the Superintendent has been 
in place for the last three years. This school year, 
scholars have shared their valuable input on the State 

of Education event, Because of You staff award, the design 
of our new schools, and more.

Additionally, the Scholar Advisory initiative has expanded 
to every school across the district this year. Approximately 
20 students meet with their principals to share what’s 
working at the school and what can be improved. 

Enterprise Elementary School’s Scholar Advisory provides 
valuable input to the principal.

Students from every secondary school meet with the 
superintendent on a regular basis to share their perspective on 
school and district matters.

FULL STEAM AHEAD 

STEM 

and the Arts

MARCH 25, 2020  
6 – 8 p.m. | Federal Way High School

 TOP 5 REASONS TO ATTEND STEM EXPLORATION NIGHT 

 1. Washington State ranks #1 in the concentration of STEM-related jobs,   
  #1 in technology innovation capacity, and #3 in STEM job growth.

 2. Scholars in pre-kindergarten through grade 12 can learn how fun and   
  rewarding STEM career opportunities can be and explore opportunities  
  in our region!

 3. Talk to STEM professionals from a wide range of fields, from construction   
  to computer programming and engineering to environmental science.

 4. Scholars will walk away with knowledge and direction on how to pursue  
  a STEM career pathway!

 5. Events like these can change the trajectory for our scholars and spark  
  an interest in a subject area they had not previously known existed.  
  It’s never too early for scholars to learn about high wage, high demand   
  jobs in our region!

SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars and join  
us for Federal Way Public Schools’ 
4th Annual STEM Exploration Night! 
This event is filled with STEAM 
opportunities for students ages 
PreK–12th grade. Whether your child  
is exploring, preparing or launching 
into a STEAM career, there’s  
something for everyone!

Data from spring 2019 report cards.
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EDUCATORS RECEIVE 
“BECAUSE OF YOU” 
AWARD AT BOARD 
MEETINGS

Educators do extraordinary 
things for our scholars and 
schools each day. To recognize 

these difference-makers, scholars 
nominate Federal Way Public School 
staff for the “Because of You” award 
who have had a positive influence 
and impact on scholars, their school, 
or their community. Nominations 
are reviewed and selected by the 
Superintendent’s Scholar Advisory 
team, and each month staff members 
are honored at a board meeting.

Check out the educators who recently 
received the “Because of You” award! 
For information about how each 
of these educators is making a 
difference, check out www.fwps.org/
BecauseOfYou.

• Adelaide Elementary School,  
Ma Boulangerie

• Brigadoon Elementary School,  
Communities in Schools of Federal Way

• Camelot Elementary School,  
Qualstar Credit Union, Federal Way Branch

• Decatur High School,  
Sub Zero Nitrogen Ice Cream

• Enterprise Elementary School,  
Red Robin Gourmet Burgers and Brews

• Federal Way High School, Joe’s Deli
• Federal Way Public Academy,  

The Chopped Leaf
• Green Gables Elementary School,  

Greater Federal Way Chamber of Commerce
• Illahee Middle School,  

Poverty Bay Cafe & Coffee Company
• Kilo Middle School, Federal Way Performing 

Arts and Event Center (PAEC)
• Lake Dolloff Elementary School,  

Cascade Veterinary Hospital
• Lake Grove Elementary School,  

Asensio Coffee
• Lakeland Elementary School, La Quinta Inn & 

Suites by Wyndham Seattle Federal Way
• Lakota Middle School,  

HomeStreet Bank Federal Way Branch
• Mark Twain Elementary School,  

Federal Way Library (1st Way S),  
King County Library System

• Meredith Hill Elementary School,  
Multi-Service Center

• Mirror Lake Elementary School,  
Windermere Real Estate, West Campus

• Nautilus K–8, Federal Way Mirror
• Olympic View Elementary School,  

Coldwell Banker Danforth Inc.
• Panther Lake Elementary School,  

Bella Red Salon
• Rainier View Elementary School,  

Mama Stortini’s Restaurant & Bar
• Sacajawea Middle School,  

Federal Way Barber College

W e are now in year two of 
the Scholar Art in the City 
initiative to showcase the 

artistic talents of FWPS elementary, 
middle, and high school scholars. The 
district is partnering with 38 businesses 
and organizations to feature art and 
written work created by FWPS scholars 
that rotates three times a year. 

• Sequoyah Middle School, Barnes & Noble 
• Sherwood Forest Elementary School, 

Marlene’s Market & Deli
• Silver Lake Elementary School,  

B&R Espresso Bar
• Star Lake Elementary School,  

Verrazano’s Italian Restaurant
• Sunnycrest Elementary School, CMG Financial
• TAF@Saghalie, Eagle Tire & Automotive
• Todd Beamer High School,  

Federal Way Public Health Center
• Thomas Jefferson High School,  

City of Federal Way, City Hall
• Totem Middle School, Columbia Bank
• Truman/Open Doors, Barnes & Noble
• Twin Lakes Elementary School,  

Twin Lakes Cleaners
• Uptown Square Early Learning Center, 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and 
Better Properties Real Estate

• Valhalla Elementary School, Vince’s Italian 
Restaurant & Pizzeria

• Wildwood Elementary School, Federal Way 
320th Library, King County Library System

• Woodmont Elementary School, Macy’s

FWPS  prepares students for life beyond high school. At all high 
 schools, Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs 

are offered. CTE in FWPS includes 69 courses organized into five college 
and career pathways and students are required to take one year of CTE to 
graduate from high school. 

Evidence of success in our CTE programs include:
• 62% of seniors in the Class of 2018 completed a CTE program. This is 

higher than other school districts in the Road Map Region (Kent, Renton, 
Highline, Auburn, South Seattle, Tukwila).

• Students are able to earn industry recognized certifications. In FWPS, 
we have 89 industry recognized certifications in various areas including 
Microsoft Office, First Aid, Automotive, Early Childhood Education, 
National ProStart Culinary and more.  

Our students are getting valuable job 
skills and hands-on experience in Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) classes 
while attending school. Of the five college 
and career pathways FWPS offers, an area 
of innovation we’d like to highlight is the 
Engineering, Manufacturing & Technology 
option that prepares students for high 
wage, high demand jobs in our region. 
Students in some of these courses use real 
world equipment such as a CNC Milling 
Machine, water jet and laser cutter. 

Recent 2019 Todd Beamer 
High School graduate 
Korrey Narvaez credits his 
classes and experiences 
in high school for why 
he’s at where he is today. 
Korrey has been hired as a 
full time Boeing electrical 
apprentice! The Core Plus 
training he received in our 

Career and Technical Education courses 
such as Composites Manufacturing and 
Introduction to Engineering Design are 
being applied in his field work today. 

ENGINEERING AND 
MANUFACTURING COURSES 
HELP LAUNCH CAREER AFTER 
HIGH SCHOOL

Korrey Narvaez

Federal Way Public Academy at The Chopped Leaf

Thomas Jefferson 
High School at 
City of Federal 
Way, City Hall

Macy’s Federal Way showcasing 
Woodmont K–8 artwork

Connie Dolezal

Jessica Lex

Kit Rutter

Jason Weichert Tiffany Williams

Angela Heigh

Amy Nelson

Caty Saathoff

Mark Klumpenhower

Bert Nelson

• For the 2018–19 school year, 4,887 students 
completed two or more CTE courses in a 
personalized pathway, 1,013 more scholars than 
the year before!   

• We also saw an increase in the number of 
scholars completing CTE Dual credit in the 
2018–19 school year—from 2,148 students 
to 3,065 students. This means more students 
earned college credit while attending high 
school!

• Field trip and internships offered at Microsoft, 
Boeing, science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) companies, and more.

Career & Technical Education  
at all middle and high schools  
sets students up for success

Mark your calendars for the first-ever  

Federal Way Public Schools Music Festival!

On Saturday, April 18, scholars from each of our middle and high school 

band classes will come together to perform a special concert, and you’re invited!  

Proceeds from this event will go back to the FWPS music programs. 

Join us at Federal Way High School at 7 p.m. for this inaugural event! 

More information, including ticket sales, is available at  

www.fwps.org/MusicFestival. 

MUIC
FESTIVAL

FEDERAL WAY

Thank you to the following 
businesses and organizations 
for featuring scholar art and 
writing!

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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The Scholar Chronicle is published periodically throughout the year by Federal Way Public Schools. 
Write us at 33330 8th Avenue South, Federal Way WA 98003, or call 253-945-2000. Visit our web site 
at www.fwps.org. Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fwps210 Twitter: @fwps210

FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools does not 
discriminate in any programs or activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin 
or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, 
sexual orientation, gender expression 
or identity, age, marital or family status, 
veteran or military status; disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal. The District provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. For more 
information: www.fwps.org

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION U P D A T E S

Are you interested in receiving bond project 
updates via email? Send us an email at 
comments@fwps.org with your name and 
contact information, as well as which school(s) 
you are interested in, and we will add you  
to our email list.
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O U R  A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T  S E R I E S

90th ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION CONTINUES

FWPS IS  
HIGHLIGHTING  
ITS ALUMNI!

Thank you to all who attended the ground-
breaking celebration for Thomas Jefferson 
High School! More photos and video are 
available online at www.fwps.org/bond

MIRROR LAKE, LAKE GROVE, 
WILDWOOD, AND STAR LAKE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Rich Cho, 1983 Decatur High School graduate, is currently the 
Vice-President of Basketball Strategy for the Memphis Grizzlies 
NBA team. 
Rich shares that playing sports at FWPS, “taught me the value 
of teamwork, which is something that’s carried over into my 
professional life.” 
His advice to students: “Do something you love and take pride 
in everything you do.”

Cassie Flynn, 1998 Decatur High School graduate, is currently 
the Strategic Advisor on Climate Change at the United Nations. 
She shared the diversity of FWPS taught her how to listen and 
learn from people who had different experiences. 
Her advice for future graduates: “Don’t be afraid to not have 
the answers—ask questions, be creative, challenge your 
assumptions!”

Alex Argyle, 2017 Thomas Jefferson High School (TJHS) 
graduate, is currently an undergraduate student at the 
University of Washington.
He learned the importance of making a difference through 
his constant involvement in service projects while attending 
FWPS. He’s carried that forward with him in college by serving 
as part of UW Leaders and volunteering to help new students 
move in.
His advice to students: “Take advantages of all of the clubs, 
sports, and activities that you can. The more you get involved, 
the more you will enjoy school.”

To read the alumni profiles in full or if you are a  
FWPS alum who’d like to submit your profile,  
visit www.fwps.org/90thanniversary.

Students from Mirror Lake, Lake Grove, 
Wildwood and Star Lake Elementary schools 
got to help pick out the best furniture for 
their classrooms! 

Scholars from these elementary schools 
visited a mock classroom set up in the 
portables by Star Lake Elementary school 
and tested out the different furniture 
options for their new schools. 

GROUNDBREAKING AT  
THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL


